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  Thank you for joining us today! 

IRISH TERRIER CLUB of AMERICA 

http://itca.info/
http://itca.info/


ÅIrish Terrier Regional Clubs 

ÅHistory 

ÅForm Follows Function  

ÅExamining The Standard 

ÅSelect your Winner     
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ÅThe Broken Coat 

ÅSparring 

ÅHands-on Exam and Ring 
Protocol 

ÅWrap Up 

ÅQ&A 

TOPICS 
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IRISH TERRIER CLUB OF AMERICA  W/ REGIONAL CLUBS 

Irish Terrier Club of New York 

Irish Terrier Club of Chicago Irish Terrier Club of Southern California 

Irish Terrier Club of Northern California 

Chesapeake Irish Terrier Club 



ÅWide variance in type, size and color was problematic.  At a special show held in 

Dublin in 1876 dogs ranged from under 9 to nearly 50 pounds. 

ÅThe Irish Makes an Impact on both sides of the Atlantic. 

Å1880- Chief battles were over size and cropping.  

Å25 lbs. and under vs. 30-40 lbs.   

ÅFirst breed to outlaw cropping;   

after Dec. 31, 1889  dogs are to be  

uncropped as they are today. 

ÅFirst scale of points drawn up.  
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       ά¢ƘŜ Battle for Type,  1870 - муулΩǎέ 

Ch. Brickbat 1888 

HISTORY 



The Irish Terrier stood third or fourth in numbers at all shows in England and Ireland -  behind Fox 

Terriers, Collies, and the St. Bernard. 

 1897- Formation of the 
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Ch. Bolton Woods Mixer ς winner of more shows than any Irish 
before him. 

.ŜŎŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ άƳƻŘŜǊƴέ ǇǊƻǘƻǘȅǇŜΦ 

THE BATTLE for TYPE 
мфллΨǎ 

Irish Terrier Club of America 



THE SEARCH for TYPE TRAVELS to AMERICA 
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Å1917- hΩ/ŀƭƭŀƎƘŀƴ Ƨƻƛƴǎ [ŜǿŜƭƭȅƴ tƻǿŜǊǎ in partnership of the Aroostook Kennel, Holton, Maine.  

Å1919 - Aroostook Aviator is whelped.  hΩ/ŀƭƭŀƎƘŀƴ resumes using his Kilvara prefix.   

Å1932 - Kilvara kennel scaled down.   Martha Hall scales up her Ahtram kennel. 

Å  1956 - 1964 - Push to change type from the Firebrand to the Legacy type. 

Ch. Spokesman  ς 1928 

мфллΨǎ 
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Jeremiah WΦ hΩ/ŀƭƭŀƎƘŀƴ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ an Irish 
Terrier puppy to Joe Cronin, Boston Red Sox 
player-manager. Opening day at Fenway 
Park, mid-мфолΩǎΦ 

 

 

KILVARA 
1900-мфплΨǎ 

 Aroostook Aviator, whelped in 1919, 
became the foundation sire of 
hΩ/ŀƭƭŀƎƘŀƴΩǎ YƛƭǾŀǊŀ ōƭƻƻŘƭƛƴŜΦ  hƴŜ 
Hundred years later Aviator remains the 
tail-male of American-bred Irish Terriers. 
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MOST ICONIC IRISH TERRIERS 
мфплΨǎ ς мфслΨǎ 

Ch. Ballinruan Belle - Imp.1961 Ch. Ahtram Sure Fire- 1952 Ch. Wahoo Satellite - 1956 

Ch. Kilvara Magic Master - 1945 Ch. Another Norah- 1941 Ch. Ahtram Firebrand - 1945 
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a!w¢I! I![[Ω{  [9D!/¸ 
ÅhΩ/ŀƭƭŀƎƘŀƴ ŀƴŘ Iŀƭƭ ǿŜǊŜ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ LǊƛǎƘ Terriers.  

ÅThey noted that Goswyre Music Man had produced  pups that exhibited better shoulders and 
more reach of neck.   

ÅHis son, Ahtram Legacy exemplified these qualities and his impact on the breed is still felt 
today.  

Ch.  Ahtram Firebrand - 1956 Ch.  Ahtram Legacy - 1962 

1950-мфслΨǎ 

Ch.  Goswyre Music Man - 1957 
[ŜƎŀŎȅΨǎ DǊŀƴŘǎƛǊŜ 
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1964-1975  
THE BEGINNING and END of  
the BEST in SHOW DROUGHT 

ÅCǊƻƳ DǊŜŜƴ {ǘŀǊ DƻƭŘ {ǘǊƛƪŜΩǎ .L{ ŀǿŀǊŘ ŀǘ tŜǊƪƛƻƳŜƴ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ ƛƴ ΩспΣ  ƴƻ LǊƛǎƘ ¢ŜǊǊƛŜǊ ǿƻƴ ŀ .L{ 
ǳƴǘƛƭ DƭŀƴƴŀƎŀƭǘ bƻǿ tŜŀŎŜ ǇǊŜǾŀƛƭŜŘ ŀǘ YƭŀƳŀǘƘ Cŀƭƭǎ ƛƴ {ŜǇǘΦ ΩтрΦ 

Ch. Green Star Gold Strike ς1964 Ch. Glannagalt Now Peace ς 1975 



A BRIEF HISTORY of the IRISH TERRIER 
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 άCƻǊƳ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿǎ CǳƴŎǘƛƻƴέ 
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The Irish Terrier was bred to be an all around farm dog serving many purposes.  Hunting was an important function.  The Irish 
was expected to go for all kinds of game including rabbit, fox, badger, hedgehogs, rats and otters.  This required the dog to 

have stamina to endure long days in the field and speed to be able to catch their prey.   So the structure of the dog must 
support those requirements.   Going to ground is not one of its functions. 

Tatjana 

άChwa Ch[[h²{ C¦b/¢Lhbέ 
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The head of the Irish is designed to provide it with strength and tenacity.  As the Irish was often called upon to go after game 
that was much larger than itself, it had to have the ability to grab onto the vermin and hold onto it.   The ears were originally 
cropped to protect the dog when it was used in dog fights.  When ear cropping was banned the standard still specified that the 
ears be small and placed in such a way as to offer protection from an attacking dog or vermin as well as from infections.   
The hard and wiry coat is intended to serve multiple functions.  It offers warmth in the often cold and wet Irish environment.  It 
enables the dog to go into water after vermin and quickly dry off when it emerges.  The harsh coat also acts as an armor 
ŜƴŀōƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ LǊƛǎƘ ǘƻ Ƙǳƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŘŜƴǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǊƴȅ ǘƘƛŎƪŜǘǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƭƻǊ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƎΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǿƘŜƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ƙǳnt.  
The ideal size of an Irish Terrier evolved over time.  The current standard reflects several requirements. There is an old saying 
that the farmer when out on a hunt should be able to carry their gun under one arm and their Irish under the other. Next, the 
dog needs to be able to get into low thickets to flush out vermin like rabbits.  Finally, when on a hunt the dog must be visible at 
a distance but low enough to enable the hunter to easily shoot over it.  

άChwa Ch[[h²{ C¦b/¢Lhbέ 

- By ITCA Club Historian Mike Kowalczuk 

Tatjana Tatjana 



EXAMINING the STANDARD 
 Head ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦмс-22                                   

 EyesΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦно-24 

 Ears ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦнр-26 

 NoseΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦнт 

TeethΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦнт 

Neck ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦну 

Shoulders and Chest ΧΧΧΦΦну 

Body ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧнф -30 

Hindquarters ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧом 

Stern ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ он 

Feet and Legs ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦоо-35 

Coat ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦос-40 

Color ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ пм 

SizeΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΦΦпн 

General AppearanceΧΧΧΦΦпо-44 

TemperamentΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦпр 
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The Standard recognizes  
No Disqualifications 



THE HEAD  

ά[ƻƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ƛƴ ŀ ƴƛŎŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅΤ   
the skull flat, rather narrow between the ears, and narrowing slightly 

toward the eyes;  free from wrinkle, with the stop hardly noticeable except 
ƛƴ ǇǊƻŦƛƭŜΦέ  
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(Skull is flat and slightly wedge shaped) 

Life size Irish Terrier head study in Bronze 1998-Ellis West 



    άThe foreface must not fall away 
appreciably between or below 
the eyes; instead, the modeling 
ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŘŜƭƛŎŀǘŜΦέ 

   ά¢ƘŜ jaws must be strong and 
muscular, but not too full in the 
cheek, and of good  
ǇǳƴƛǎƘƛƴƎ ƭŜƴƎǘƘΦέ  
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THE HEAD  



 

Åά9ȄŎŜǎǎƛǾŜ ƳǳǎŎǳƭŀǊ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
cheeks, or bony development of the 
temples, conditions described by the 
fancier as "cheeky," or "strong in head," 
ƻǊ ϦǘƘƛŎƪ ƛƴ ǎƪǳƭƭέ ŀǊŜ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛƻƴŀōƭŜΦέ  

 

  
 

Åά¢ƘŜ ϦōǳƳǇȅϦ ƘŜŀŘΣ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎƪǳƭƭ 
presents two lumps of bony structure 
ŀōƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŜȅŜǎΣ ƛǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦŀǳƭǘŜŘΦέ  

Åά¢ƘŜ ŦƻǊŜŦŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƪǳƭƭ ŦǊƻƳ ƻŎŎƛǇǳǘ 
to stop should be approximately equal 
ƛƴ ƭŜƴƎǘƘΦέ  
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THE HEAD  

 
ά 9ȄŎŜǎǎƛǾŜ ƳǳǎŎǳƭŀǊ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ 
of the cheeks, or bony development 
of the temples, conditions 
described by the fancier as ΨcheekyΩ 
ƻǊ ΨǎǘǊƻƴƎ in ƘŜŀŘΣΩ ƻǊ ΨǘƘƛŎƪ in ǎƪǳƭƭΩ 
are ƻōƧŜŎǘƛƻƴŀōƭŜΦέ  

 
 
 

  

   ά¢ƘŜ ΨōǳƳǇȅΩ ƘŜŀŘΣ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ 
skull presents two lumps of 
bony structure above the eyes, 
ƛǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦŀǳƭǘŜŘΦέ  

   ά¢ƘŜ ŦƻǊŜŦŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƪǳƭƭ 
from the occiput to stop 
should be approximately 
Ŝǉǳŀƭ ƛƴ ƭŜƴƎǘƘΦέ 

(The zygomatic arch) 



RANGE of HEAD STRENGTH 
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ά¢ƘŜ ǎƪǳƭƭ ŦƭŀǘΣ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ƴŀǊǊƻǿ 
between the ears, and 

narrowing slightly toward the 
ŜȅŜǎΤ ŦǊŜŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǿǊƛƴƪƭŜΦέ 

ά¢ƘŜ ǎǘƻǇ ƘŀǊŘƭȅ ƴƻǘƛŎŜŀōƭŜ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ 
ƛƴ ǇǊƻŦƛƭŜΦέ 

   The back skull and the muzzle 
should be approximately 

equal in length. 

THE HEAD  
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    ά¢ƘŜ hair on the upper and lower 
jaws should be similar in quality 
and texture to that on the body, 
and of sufficient length to present 
an appearance of additional 
strength and finish to the 
forefaceΦέ 

    άEither the profuse, goat-like beard, or 
the absence of beard, is unsightly and 
ǳƴŘŜǎƛǊŀōƭŜΦέ 

 

THE HEAD  
  

άIŀƛǊ ŀƴŘ CǳǊƴƛǎƘƛƴƎǎ ƻƴ CŀŎŜέ 
 



 ά9ȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ Ǉƭŀȅǎ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ŘŜŦƛƴƛƴƎ TYPE in Irish Terriers. 
¢ƘŜ ΨƘŀǊŘ-ōƛǘǘŜƴΩ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ so valued by long-time terrier breedersΦέ  
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HEAD and EXPRESSION  
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THE SMALL EYE 

Expression plays a major role in defining type in Irish terriers. It has been 
described as keen and wicked, intense, hard bitten, and the varmint-like 

look of devil-may-care.  
{ƻƳŜ ƧǳŘƎŜǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ƛǘ ŀǎ άǘƘŜ ŘƻƎ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƳŜΦέ 

¢ƘŜ ǾŀǳƴǘŜŘ άƘŀǊŘ-ōƛǘǘŜƴέ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŘŜǇŜƴŘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŜȅŜΦ  
It is increasingly rare.   
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EYES 

EYES ς ά5ŀǊƪ ōǊƻǿƴ ƛƴ ŎƻƭƻǊ ǎƳŀƭƭΣ ƴƻǘ ǇǊƻƳƛƴŜƴǘΤ 
full of life, fire and intelligence, showing an intense 

ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴΦέ 

 ά¢ƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻǊ ȅŜƭƭƻǿ ŜȅŜ ƛǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛƻƴŀōƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŀ ōŀŘ ŦŀǳƭǘΦέ 

24 

Bad fault - Light or yellow eyes  



ÅSmall and V-shaped; of moderate thickness; set well on the head, and dropping forward closely 
toward the outside corner of the eye. 

ÅThe top of the folded ear should be well above the level of the skull. 
Å! άŘŜŀŘέ ŜŀǊ, hound-like in appearance, must be severely penalized.  It is not characteristic of  

the Irish Terrier.  
ÅThe hair should be much shorter and somewhat darker in color than that on the body. 
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EARS 

Good ear and placement pointing to the 
outside corner of the eye. 

This ear is a very large ear with no lift, disturbing 
the typical expression of a Irish Terrier. 



Tip in middle of eye 

Tip above outside corner of eye, 
fastened low 

Hound Ear ς must be 
severely penalized 
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EXAMPLES of EAR CARRIAGE 

Rhonda Cassidy  



NOSE, TEETH and LIPS 

Å NOSE ςMust be black. ÅTEETH -  Strong, even, white and sound. Neither overshot 
nor undershot. 

   

ÅEither the scissors bite or level bite is acceptable 

ÅBITE 9ȄŀƳΥ  άCwhb¢ hƴƭȅΦέ 
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Å LIPS ςShould be close and tight fitting. Almost black in color. 
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NECK  

    ά{ƘƻǳƭŘ be of fair length and gradually widening 
toward the shoulders; well and proudly carried, 
and free from throatinessΦέ 

    άDŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ there is a slight frill in the hair  
at each side of the neck, extending almost  
to the corner of the earΦέ  

ά{ƘƻǳƭŘŜǊǎ must be fine, long, and sloping well 
into  the backΦέ 

 

ά¢ƘŜ chest should be deep and muscular, but    
neither full nor wideΦέ 

SHOULDERS and CHEST 



THE  BODY  

ά¢ƘŜ .ƻŘȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƳƻŘŜǊŀǘŜƭȅ ƭƻƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎƘƻǊǘ ōŀŎƪ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LǊƛǎƘ ¢ŜǊǊƛŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ 
extremely objectionable. The back must be strong and straight, and free from an appearance of slackness 
or ΨŘƛǇΩ ōŜƘƛƴŘ the shoulders. The loin should be strong and muscular, and slightly arched, the ribs fairly 
sprung, deep rather than round, reaching to the level of the elbow. The bitch may be slightly longer than 
ǘƘŜ ŘƻƎΦέ  
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