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PRESIDENT'S REPORT

With this newsletter you are receiving
other documents as follows:

1) Notice of annual meeting and

report of the Nominating Committee,
Proxy form.

Agenda for the annual meeting,
Revised constitution and by-laws

of the Club as proposed by the
Constitution Committee, with changes
therein indicated in ink which have
been approved both by the Constitu-
tion Committee and the Board of
Governors. Action on this proposed
constitution will be taken at the
annual meeting.

A roster of Club members as of
October, 1977.

2)
33
4)

5)

The September newsletter contained an
editorial and Mrs.Joan Elliott requested
that she be permitted to reply to that
editorial and that her reply be printed
in full in the newsletter without
commentary. A majority of the Board

of Governors approved her request and
you will find her letter immediately
following page 5 of this newsletter.

Yours, '
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John /S. Best, President
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Puppy ceordinators Rocky and Marcaret Stone
will be taking a one-month vacation to

dew Zealand and Australia. Until February 20
it would be a good idea to send puppy
announcements to both Margaret and Secretary
Bob Peters for action during this time and
so that Marcarzst will have a record when she
returns. The addresses and phone numbers are

Margaret Stone

133 Humboldt Road
Burlingame, CA 94010
(415) 344-2700

Bob Peters

RFD #1, P.0D. Rox 252
Dry Fork, VA 24549
(804) 724-7100

* % * * * % *x %

Puppies available: |,

Mr. and Mrs. Lyle Moffitt
1543 S. Evanston
Tulsa, 0K 74104
(918) 932-4772

3D, 2B

Whelped: 12/15/77

Sire:
Dam:

Cobblestone Happy Red Baron
Baystone's Bit of Dynamite
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ile enjoyed the following article which- appeared in the December, 1077, issue of
the Daredevil MMessenaer, the excellent newsletter of the Irish Terrier Club of Greater

Detroit. It is reprinted here with the permission of the editor, Ann Ke]]y, and was
written by Jim Kelly of Berkley, Michiqan.

You come home after a hard day and sink agratefully into a comfortable chair. All
the while, your faithful Irish Terrier has been pressinoc in upon you; the waaging tail,
the body all aquiver, the head thrusting under your hand eager for attention. “Ah,
there's a good dog!" "Good old dog!" "Fetch!"™ "Fetch my slippers!" What was a
picture of domestic bliss is beginning to deteriorate rapidly. Most Irish Terriers
of my acquaintance have a remarkable vocabulary where it suits them. This has nothing
to do with tone of voice or inflection. The words "eat," "food," "ao for a walk," or
"ride in the car," gleaned from a normal conversation, produce an extraordinary reaction.
llhereas, other words and phrases spoken clearly, succinctly, and directly, are acknowl-
edged with a wagging tail, a cocked head, and a quizzical look; "No speaka da English."
Of course, there is a whole involved step by step process for teachina a dog to do
something it doesn't particularly care to do that may eventually be effective in some

cases. But from my experience, the Irish Terrier may be the only doa in the world
that can shrug its shoulders.

Below is the answer to the crossword puzzle from last month's Newsletter.
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NOTES

LATE BULLETIN

Irish Terriers placed in the Group at two shows in the midwest the weekend
of January 21-22. At Wheaton, Illinois on Saturday, Doug McClain handled
Sheehan's Irish Heather to a group 4th. This bitch is owned by Patricia
Kostal, who is met a member of the Club, and those of you who attended
Montgomery County may recall that she was Winner's Bitch and Best of
Winners there. On Sunday, Doug showed John Best's Ch. Blackacre Barrister
to a 3rd place in the group under Ed Bracy at Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

The report of the Trophy Committee giving the placings for the Club's annual
awards will be in the mail shortly.

* * * * * * * * *

Margaret Stona was the recipient of the Gaines' Good Snortsmanship award at a recent
meeting of the Irish Terrier Club of Morthern California. Desides her long association
with Irish Terriers, Marqgaret is secretary of the ITCIC and is the "pupny referral
person’ for the ITCA., Concratulations, Marcaret, for this well-deserved award!!!

1977 literally went out with a banag for Marie and Gary -lohnson and their Volkswanen.
The car exploded on New Year's Lve, @ither from a faulty aas heater or faulty fuel
injection--since the car was a total loss, it cannot be determined. 'e are happy to
say that we escaped without any injury. Unfortunately, the trophies that we had
recently picked up for delivery to the February specialty trophy chairmen Charles and
Laureen Ritter were not as fortunate. Vhile we were not carrying any of the perpetual
trophies. we did nhave the tablecloth used at specialties and the unused tronhies from
the 1977 winter snecialty. These, alonac with the car, were a total loss. OJur
insurance has coverad the loss and a check has been sent to ITCA treasurer Dennis

Shgehan. Charles and Laureen have told us that there will be a new tablecloth at
this winter's specialty.

This issue concludes our year as newsletter editors. !'l/ith the upcomina elections

at the February meetina, it is not possible at this time to know who the next secretary
of the ITCA will be, Whether Bob Peters is reelected or a successor has the position,
it is Tikely that they will want to deleaate the responshility of 'lewsletter editor to
other ITCA members while they concentrate on other duties of the secretary. In any
event, your present editors nave become involved in sore of the recent controversies

Qf the ITCA and feel that under these circumstances it is best that thev not continue
in their position. A1l ITCA members who think they micht be interested in editing the
lewsletter for 1978 should inform 3ob Peters as soon as possible.

e have eqjoyed our year and wish to thank all those who have supported this effort with
their articles and their encouraaement.

Marie and fary Johnson
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COMING EVENTS

Mpril 1 and 2, 1978  International Kennel Club of Chicaao. Terrier, Toy and
Non-Sportina qroups will be judaed and benched on Saturday,
April 1. Mr. Robert Moore will judae the Irish Terriers.
Group judge is Mr., Derek Rayne. This show is supported by
the Irish Terrier Club of Chicaco. Supt: VWebb, due Marchl5.

February 19, 1978 Irish Terrier Club of Greater Detroit sanctioned "B"
match at the Lapeer County Michigan Center Building.
Arlene Czech will judge.

March 12, 1978 '{ " The Detroit Kennel Club at Cobo Hall, Detroit. Louis Auslander
will judge the Irish. Entries are $12,00 and are due Feb. 22
at the offices of Crowe dog shows.

March 19, 1978 Genessee County Kennel Club, Flint, Michican. Judce for
the Irish is Jim Kelley. Entries are $9.00, and the
superintendent Laughter, due March 1. The ITCGD will support
both the Detroit and Genessee Valley shows.

Finally, don't forqet the 1978 winter specialty February 12 at the Armory on 168th
Street and Broadway in New York City. The annual meeting will be held Saturday evening
following the dinner at the Sheraton Motor Inn, 520 12th Avenue, Mew York., If you're
planning to attend remérber to send last month's reservation form to June.Kennedy,

29 Skyline Drive, Prookfield, CT 06804. Reservations for the dinner are $13.00 per
person and are due February 4. The dinner will beqin at 7:00 with a cash bar beainning
at €:30. HMore complete information on the meeting appears elsewhere in this issue.

EDITARIAL

I received a somewhat disturbina hit of information this holiday season from one
of our puppy customers. Their Irish Terrier bitch, who is now thirteen months old
and who until very recently had been perfectly healthy beagan seizurina several times
a day. The seizures seemed to last two or three minutes. (They were probably con-
sideraniy shorter, but in such situations time passes slowly.) Durina the seizures
the bitch appeared to lose consciousness, chattered her jaw, and stiffened throuchout
her body. After the seizure she defecated, althouch she had been perfectly housetrained
for the nrevious several months. After this she acted exbausted and depressed for
about two hours. Detwean seizures she was nervous and did not act her usual self,
Their vetarinarian diaanosed idionathic apilansy, and baaan medication to control the
seizures. At first he was unsuccessful usina a moderate dose of nrimidone, a sedative
and one of three druas thet are commonly used in such ceses. Increasina the dosaae hac
the desired effect--at least when we lest heard the doa had not seizured for saveral

cays.

I brinn this situetion to your attention because I had not before heard of a case
of epilepsy among Irish Terriers. It may well be that this is a rare and isolated
incident. lowever, it is )ossible tih-t other ITCA mermhars mpv samaday Le in a sitwation
involvinc cenine enilensy and so I think the discase rerits further ciscussion.
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Typically in idiepathic enilensy the first seizures apnear when the pun is from
six to aighteen months of ace. They may vary in frequency and severity. Thera is no
cure for the disease, but in most cases the freauency of seizures can be areatly
racuced by medication so that the doo can live a near-normal life. The medication
will, however, nave to be aiven for the 1ife of the doqa.

Probably the most crucial aquestion is whether the disease was cenetically transmitted.
5 very recent veterinary text states that "it is usually congenital and may be
hereditary." Conaenital means that the disease was present when the nup was born.
In the case of cenine enilensy, it is believed that the brain has a functional defect,
wnich cannot be detected until the convulsions beain, Concenital defects can be
aenetic or they can be acquiréd before birth. This could come about throuah some
freak chance avent durinc the devalopment of the pup or because the nup was in some way
injured or became 11 before birth. If the defect is aenetic (hereditary) the nup
received faulty aenetic information from her parents and could notentially pass this
faulty genetic information to her offsprina., If the disease was acquired, one would
expect the parents and offspring to be normal.

In this particular case, evidence does not supnort cenetic transmission. The
pun's dam was Cocksure Crackerjack (Brandy). She is strictly of the Ahtram-Kilvara
line. She is getting on in years and has had several previous littars so that even
befaore we knew of the enilensy problem we had decided not to breed her acain. In her
earlier litters she whelned 32 puns. To our knowledae all but ecne of these pups lived
to be old enouah to be sure they did not have the dissase. The effected pun had a
brother and a sister. ‘leither of these nuns have epilensy (thounh they are vounc enouah

that they still could develep the disease).

I do not own the sire and thus do not feel it would he proner to identify him.
(It was not Ch., Mutbrown Leprecaun, Nutbrown Duffy, or Ch. Professor Juill of Inisheer,
sires of earlier disease free, Brandy litters.) To our knowledoe the sire of the
diseased pup has produced no other diseased puns or does he or any of his close
relatives have the disease.

“hile I would like to conclude from this data that the disease was not inherited,
I cannot be absolutely sure. It appears the disease is not nassed on in a simple
Mendelijan manner. There may, however, be 2 more complex agenetic hasis for the disease.
This can be evaluated only if one lnows the true axtent of the disease within the breed.
[f any of you know of another case of epilepsy in an Irish Terrier (or any other disease
you expect may have a aqenetic basis) I would appreciate hearina from you.

Gary S. Johnson

* * * * * * * *

+ote***  The AKC has announced that February 28 is the final deacline to submit

photos for the 1972 edition of The Comnlete Doa Book. Color and alossy black and
white cancid and formal pictures are acceptable. The AKC also wants photos to add to
its permenent collzetion. Send all material to: Art Departrent, American Kennel Club,
51 Madison Avenue, Hew York, {Y 10010. Houldn't it be nice to see an Irish Terrier

in the Doa Book or on the cover of the Gazette? ‘e can hardly comnlain of Timited
coverage to the Irish Terrier if we don't do the work behind it.

* * * * * * * *



