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PRESIDIIIT'S REPORT

With this newsletter you are receiving
other documents as follows:

**

*.*

r)

2)
3)
4)

Notice of annual meeting and
report of the Nominating Cornmittee.
Proxy form.
Agenda for the annual meeting.
Revised constitution and by-1aws
of the C1 ub as proposed by the
Constitution Committee, with changes
therein indicated in ink which have
been approved both by the Constitu-
tion Committee and the Board of
Governors. Action on this proposed
constitution will be taken at the
annual meeting.
A roster cf Club members as of
October, 1977.

Puppy cqondinators Rocky and l.largaret Stone
wiil be takinq a one-month yacation to
lievr Zealand and Australia. Until February 20
it would be a qood idea to send pLtppy
announcenents to both llarqaret and Sbcreta.ry
Bob Peters for atffi-n during th'is time and
so that liaroaret r'rill have a record rvhen she
returns. The addresses and phone numbers are

iviargaret Stone.l33 
Hunboldt Road

Burl i ngarne, CA 9401 0
(415) 344-270a

Bob Peters
RFD #i, P.C. Eox 75?
Dry Fork, VA 24549
(e04) 774-7100
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The September newsletter contained an
editorial and Mrs.Joan Elliott requested
that she be permitted to reply to that
editorial and Lhat her reply be printed
in full in the newsletter without
conmentary. A najority of the Board
of Governors approved her request and
you will find her letter immediately
following page 5 of this newsletter.

You
********** ***

Puppies available:

l4r. and flrs. Lyl e llof f i tt
1543 S. Evanston

si '.'),",-';,.- ' rf '' Tulsa, 0K 74.l04
(er8) 932-4772 Hhel ped: 12/15/77

Sire: Cobblestone tlappy Red Baron
Dam: Baystone's Bit of Dynanite
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LITTER BAS

',',t tt /) , ')-l':
Best, President
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the fol lovrinq art'icle rrrh jch appeared in
iiessenoer, the excellent nevrsletter of

the December, 1977, issue of
the Irish Terrier Club of Greater
the editor, Ann Kelly, and wasDetroit. It is reprinted here w'ith the permission of

written by Jim i(el1y of Berkley, I'lichigan.

'/ou come home after a hard day and sink qratefu'l1y into a co'rrfortable chair. Al l
the urhi'le, your faithful Irjsh Terrjer has been pressino in upon you; the vraqginq tai1,
the body a]1 aquiver, the head thrustinq under your hand eager for attention. "Ah,
there's a good dog!" "Good old doq!" "Fetch!" "Fetch my slippers!" l,lhat vras a
pictune of domestic bliss is beqinning to deteriorate rapidly, l4ost Irish Terriers
of my acquaintance have a remarkable vocabulary where'it suits them. This has nothino
to do viith tone of voi.ce or inflectjon. The rvords "eat," "foodr" "qo for a vralkr" or
"r'ide in the carr" glaaned from a norn:al conversation, produce an extraordinary reaction.
l'lhereas, other words and phrases spohen cleariy, succinct'ly, and directly, are acknowl-
edged lvith a waqqing tai1, a cocked heaC, and a quizzical look; "l'lo speaka da Enqlish."
0f course, there is a whole involved step by step process for teachino a doq to do
sonrethinq it doesn't particularly care to do that may eventually be effect'ive in some
cases. But fron my experience, the Irish Terrier may be the only doo'in the rvorld
that can shruq i ts shoul cjers.

Belor't is the ansv,er to the crossvrord puzzle from last montlr's |{elsletter.

b
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NOTES

LATE BULLETIN

Irish Terriers placed in the Group at two shows in the midwest the weekend

of January 2L-22. At Wheaton, fllinois on Saturday, Doug McClain handled
Sheehanrs Irish Heather to a group 4th. This bitch j-s owned by Patrieia
Kostal, who is + a member of the Club, and those of you who attended
Montgomery County may recall that she was llinnerrs Bitch and Best of
Winners there. btt Sunday, Do-ug showed John Bestrs Ch' Blackacre Barrister
to a 3rd place in the group under Ed Bracy'at Milwaukee, l'Iisconsin'

The report of the Trophy Committee giving the placings for the Club's annual

awards will be in the mail shortlY.

ilarqaret Stone r./as the recipi ent of the Gaines' 0ood Snortsnanship at^Jard at a. recent
neetinq of the Irish Terrier Club of llorthern Caljfornia. Eesides her long assocjation
with irislr Terriers, llarqaret is secretar_y of the ITC;'lC anC is the "nuppy referral
person" for the iTC$. Concratulations, l"lanqaret, for thjs lJell-cleserveC arvarrj!!l

.l977 
I 'iteral iy rvent out vri th a banq for !',iari e anC Gar.y 'lohnson and thei r Vol kswa/ren.

The car exirl oded on ller^r Year' s [ve, ei ther f ror': a f au] ty cras heater or f aul ty f ue1

injection--s jnce the car vras a total loss, it cannot be detern'ined. i,le are harrpy to
say that r,re escapeC i^rithout any injury. Unfortunately, the tronhjes that we had
receirtly picked up for delivery to the February snecialtv trophy chairnen Charles and

Laureen llittelrrere not as fortrrnate. llhile we were not carrying any of the perpetual
irophies. ure Cid have the tab'lecloth used at soecialties and tlie unused trochies frorr
the 1977 vtinter snecialty. These, alonq rvith the car, v/ere a total loss. 'Jur
insurance has coverecl the loss and a chech has been sent to ITCA treasurer Dennis
Sheehan. Charles and Laureen have tola us that there lvil I be a ner^r tahrlecloth at
this irinter's spec'ia1ty.

This issue concl udes our year as ne,,,lsletter ecljtors. llith tire upcornjn., elections
at the February neetin,o, 'it is not Dossible at this tine to knor^r ',vho the next secretarv
of the ITCA will be. !,lhether Dob Peters 'is reelected or a sLrccessor has the position,
it is f ikely that they 'rrill want to deler::ate the responsbility of ,lervsletter eCitor to
other ITCA nrenrbers r^rhi1e they concentrate on other drrt'ies of the secretary. In any
event, your irresent ecljtors irave beconre inrrolved in sore of the recent controvers'ies
of the ITCA and feel that uncier these circumstances it is best that therr not continue
in the'ir position. lll ITCA renbers who think they miqht be interested jn editing the
ller'rsletter for .l978 

shoul d inforrit 3ob Peters as soon as poss jble.

,Je have enjoyed our year and 'rri sh to tliank al I
thei r arti cl es and the'ir encouraqenent.

those r,tho have supoorted this effort with

l,larie and Gary ,,'lohnson
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COI4I IIG EVEiITS

International K.ennel C'lub of Chicaqo. Terrier, Toy and
l{on-Sporti no sperrps wi I I be j udoed and benched on 

-saturday,

A.pril l. I'1r. Robert l.loore will judoe the Irish Terriers.
Group j udge 'is l'1r. Derek Rayne. Th'is shorv i s supported by
the Irish Terrier Club of Chjcaoo. Supt: l,lebb, due l4archl5.

Irish Terrier Club of Greater Detroit sanctioned "B"
match at the Lapeer County l'lichigan Center Buildinq.
Arlene Czech will judqe.

,. The Detroit Kennel Club at Cobo Hal1, Detroit. Louis Auslander
will judqe the lrish. Entries are $.l2.00 and are due Feb. 22
at the offices of Crotve doq shows.

Genessee County Kennel C1ub, Flint, llichioan. Judcre for
the Irish is Jim Kel1ey. Entries are $9.00, and the
superintendent Lauqhter, due l4arch l. The ITCGD w'il I support
both the Detro'it and Genessee Val lev shovrs.

February 19, l978

ivlarch 
.l2, 

l978

i4arch .l9, 
1978

Finally' don't forqet the .l978 winter specialty February'12 at the Arnor-v on l68th
Street and Broadway in l{ew York City. The annual neeting wi1'l be held Saturday evening
follolving the dinner at the Sheraton Motor Inn, 520 l2th lt,venue, llew York. If you're
planning to attend remenber to send last month's reservation form to June.Kennedy,
29 Skyline Drive, Brookfield, CT 06804. Reservations for the dinner are $.l3,00 oer
person and are due February 4. The dinner will beqin at 7:0C rvith a cash bar beqjnn'inq
at 5:30. l'lore complete information on the meeting appears elsewhere in this issue.

TDITNRI AL

I rece'ived a sonevrhat Cisturlinn brt of inforr.,ation tltis holiday season fron one
of our puppy custoners. Their Irish Terrier bitch, u;ho is no'rl thirteen nonths old
and Irhc untjl very recenllv had been perfectly healthy beqan seizurjnrr several tjnes
a Cay. The se'izr-lres seer"red to last tr.ro or three minutes. (The.y',vere Drobably con-
siderali,y shorter, but in such situaiions tirne Dasses slov'ly. ) Durinq the seizures
the bitch appeared to lose consciousness, chattere.i iter .jar'r, and stiffeneC throuqhout
her body. ,ifter the seizure she Cefecated, a'lthourh she had been perfectly housctrained
for the nrevious serreral nonrhs. ,rfter this she acted exhausted anC Cepresseii for
about tl;o hoLrrs. letr..reen sei zLrres slre r^las nervous anrl di d not act her usual sel f .
Thejr vet:rjnarian diaqrrosed jCiorathic cnjlepsv, c'11r1 l;eoan neCicat-on to control the
seizures. 1t fjrst he r'ras unsuccessful usino a iqoderate Cose of :rrjniCone, a sedative
anC one of tnree irufls that are connonly useC irr such cases. Increasino the ciosane had
the rjesi reci ef fect--at I east r.,ihen r.re I est heard the Coq haC not sei zureC for several
Cays.

I brinq tiii s situation to 'your attention because I had not berore itearC of a case
of cpilensy.rronl Irisir l-crriers. 1i rra), l;ell bs tlrat tn'is is a rare anrj 'isolate'i
iriCicli:lti. IO'.i,:v,'p, i t '; r(lS3'i ,.i, 1,,-,i. eti:t:1" J'n;\ 16'1'!11rS '"ltr 51"'3'i;:' i.: in a SitUAtiOn
iii,.,o'l'rinr caninc clilcls,i arid so I thirr[l the Ciscase r"erits r,,rrtlter ciscussion.
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Typica'lly'il ii.iiopath'ic enilepsy ti"re first seizrrres aDiear l,ilien the ".rrr is fron':
sj>: to ejqhteen r:onilrs of ace. They ilta..y var,v jn fre:r:encv and severity. There is no

cure for the Cisease, but in:r.ost cases ihe frecuency of sejzures can he qrcatly
reiuccd by il'edi ca.ti on so that the doo can I j ve o near-nornal I i fe. The neCi ca.'ui on

l,ri11, lrourever, have to be n'i,ren for the Ijfe of the cioq.

lrobably the ritost crucjal quest'ion is rvhetlier ihe clisee.se lvas eeneticelly transnitted.
,1. very recent veteririary lext states thai "'it is trsuall',r conqenit..,l and r.a,y be
herecii t.rry" " lonqeni tal ireans that the rji sease !^ras nresent rvhen the lup t.les i-horn.
In ihe case of canjne eaileps_v, jt js bel j-or.rgd that the brein has a funct'ional clefect,
Irhich cannot "\e detecied urrtil the convulsions Lreqin. Cr:nqrenitel cjefects can be
oenet'ic or the.'l can i:e acqui red before bi rtli. Thi s coLll C cor"re about throuch some
frcak cltance a'",ent cjurjnr: the developnent of the pun cr because the nuo l,ras in sone vJa_

injured or becanre ill before birth. If the rlefect is qenetic (hereditary) the oup
recei ved faul iy qenet'ic j nfornati cn f rom her parents and coLrl C notent'i al l.y pass thi s
faulty qenetic infornration to lrer offsprinc. If the Cisease vras acqLrired, one would
expect the pare trts .rnd of fspr"inc to be norrral .

In this part'icular case, evjdence Coes not support r:enetic tr.rnsr-"ission. The
0up's dan'las Cocksure Cracker.'i.rck (Srandy). She is strictl_v of the Alrtranr-l(ilvara
l'in... She'is gettinq on in years anci has had serreral nrevious litters so that even
before we knerv of the epilepsy problem |,/e had decided not to breed her aqajn. In her
earlier litters she whelped 32 ouDs. To our knovrledsre all but ene of these Fups lived
to be old enoucrh to be sure theli did not have tlre ciisease. The effecterl nup had a

brother and a sister. ileither of these ouDs have eoilepsy (ihou"h they are vounLl enouoh
inat they stil I cculC develcp the Cisease).

I cio not ol,rn the s'ire and thus do not fael it v;ould be prooer to identify hinr.
(It tras not Ch. llutbrown Leprecaun, iluthrown Duffy, or Ch. Professor ?uill of Inisheer,
sires of earlier disease free, Brandy litters.) To our knorvledoe the sire of the
diseased nup has produceci no other diseased pups or Coes he or any of his close
relatives have the disease.

llhile I ',voulci 
'lil<e to concluCe fron this data that the disease r,.ras not inherited,

I cannot be absolutel.y sure. It appears the d'isease is not oassed on in a s'inole
l'leriCeljan rranner. There ray, hor.rever, be a.rnore con,nlex oenetjc basjs for the djsease.
Thi s can be e'ral uatec.l only i f one kno'rrs the true ex'tent of the d'isease r^ri thi n the breecl.
If any of you know of another case of eoi'lepslr in an Irish Terrier (or any other disease
you expect niay have a qeneti c bas'is ) I rvoul d appreci ate hecrri no f ron you.

Gary S. .lohnson

iote*** The Ai(C has announced that February 28 js the f inal dea.dl'ine to subnit
photos for the .l979 edition of Tire.!-qgple*tJ_ !og_ BogL. Color and crlossy black and
irnite cancjjd anC formal nicturcil-ie atiepTaFlF-f-i^,e Al(C also t{crntS p-hotos to adtl to'its 1-rsri"rl6nettt col l,:,'tion. Send all iraterial to: Art lleoart'rent, American Kennel C1ub,
5l iladison Avenue, iielv York, ;JY lC0l0. i"louldn't it be nice to see an Irjsh Terrier
in the Doo Soolt or on the cover of the Gazette? i.te can hardl.y conpiain of linitecl
coveraqElii-ThE Irish Terrier if r"re donTE-he r,rork behinc it.


